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“This We Believe,”  “Part 2: Unrealistic Control,” 1 Corinthians 8: 4-6

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:
What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). We believe in :
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth, 
Which means letting go of Unrealistic Control of our lives, meaning we feel we are in control of our lives when ultimately that control belongs to God.

1.  OUR FRAMEWORK
“…yet for us there is one God,”                                      																		1 Corinthians 8:6a
· Conflict with Idols – 1 John 5: 19-21
· Conclusion about Identity – Job 33:4

2.  OUR FAMILY (ETERNAL)
“…the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him,”																		1 Corinthians 8:6b,d
· Recognize the Authority – Isaiah 64:8
· Receive the Adoption – Galatians 4: 3-7
· Realize the Affection – 1 John 3:1

3.  OUR FINALITY
“yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.”															1 Corinthians 8:6e

· Created with Power / Purpose – Gen. 1:1, Psalm 97:6-10
· Cry Out with Praise  – Psalm 139: 14-16

CONCLUSION
When we confess “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” we are letting go.  We let go of control of our framework —because He alone defines reality.  We let go of control of our eternal family — because we belong to Him before we belong to anyone else. We let go of control of our finality — because the One who created all things also sustains and controls all things.
We do not begin with what we do, we begin with who God is.  He is Almighty – we are not.  He is Creator, therefore we are not in charge of outcomes.  He is Father —
so we can trust Him as the One who ultimately loves us and cares for us.
So today, the question is simple:  Will we continue to manage our lives as if we are sovereign?
Or let go of that unrealistic control?

