CrossRoads Community Church
Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of April 12, 2026
“This We Believe,”  “Part 8: (Letting Go of) Unaccountable Conclusions,” 1 Peter 3: 18-20

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:  What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed, that “Jesus descended into hell” has been subject to numerous interpretations.  Therefore we say we believe that : Jesus was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; and On the third day He (Jesus) rose again from the dead, which means we let go of any unaccountable conclusions or speculation.

1.  COMMITMENT TO THE GOSPEL
“For he who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good;
Let him seek peace and pursue it.”							1 Peter 3: 10-11	

· Sinfulness Repented – Acts 3: 18-19
· Suffering for Righteousness – 1 Peter 3: 13-14
· Sanctification and Readiness – 1 Peter 3: 15-17

2.  CHRIST IN THE GRAVE / CHRIST GLORIFIED 
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,...
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.”
												1 Peter 3: 18, 22
· Death to Life – Revelation 1:18
· Divine Longsuffering – 1 Peter 3:20
· Declaration of Lordship – Colossians 1:18

3.  THE CALL OF GOD
Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.”	        	1 Peter 4: 1-2
· Call to Arms – Matthew 10: 38-39
· Commitment to Authority – Matthew 28: 18-20

CONCLUSION
The Apostles’ Creed doesn’t just give us words to recite—it gives us truth to live in.
When we confess that Christ descended into hell, we are not confessing confusion – we are confessing completeness.  Jesus truly died, He entered the realm of the dead, and He emerged victorious.  The psalmist wrote, “For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.” (Psalm 16:10).  Peter, preaching on the day of Pentecost, said that David was looking to Christ (Acts 2: 29-31).  Even as Christ truly died and His body was buried in the grave, and even as His spirit entered the realm of the dead (Hades), Christ was not abandoned not did His body suffer corruption.  Why? Because He rose up from the dead!  And so, even as we confess that Christ descended into hell, we celebrate that Hades could not hold Him! 
 
